
Upper Arlington Historical Society 
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – Wednesday, January 17, 2018 
7:00 p.m.  Tremont Road Library 
 
Board Members Present: Linda Cummins, Kristin Greenberg, Charlie Groezinger, Debra 
Hadley, Cindy Holodnak, Matt Preston, Ed Seidel and Erik Yassenoff.  Also present Melanie 
Circle Brown, Executive Director. 
 
Charlie Groezinger called the meeting to order. 
 
Minutes – Cindy Holodnak 
The minutes of the November 29, 2017 meeting were distributed via email prior to the meeting.  
Minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Ed Seidel 
Ed Seidel presented the 2017 actual versus budget report as well as the proposed budget for 
2018.  Ed’s proposed budget showed actual going back to 2015 to allow for comparisons.  In 
particular, he pointed out the declining revenue from memberships.  In 2015, memberships 
generated $6217.86.  In 2016, $4865.  In 2017, 2,320.  There was discussion in this regard and it 
was decided that a small group would investigate the change in the membership numbers/profile 
and offer recommendations.   
 
Member only events that might be a draw in the near future is the Dierker Road Brew Pub Event. 
 
Changes suggested for the proposed budget include: 

• Add $250 for newsletter 
• Add $500 for publicity 
• Change the website figure to $500 
• Increase Wall of Honor budget to $300 
• Split the Executive Director’s salary with a new administrative support person, with 70% 

going to the Executive Director and 30% of the salary going to the new support person 
Kristin Greenberg.   

Given that personnel change/addition, Linda Cummins moved that this last proposed 
budget/personnel change be approved.  Erik Yassenoff seconded.  Motion carried. 
A second personnel matter was a $1000 bonus for the Executive Director.  Kristin Greenberg 
moved that the bonus be awarded.  The full bonus goes to Melanie Circle Brown.  The balance of 
the $9500 salary is split 70/30 with the new administrative support person.  Debra Hadley 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion to approve the budget was made by Cindy Holodnak and seconded by Erik Yassenoff.  
Motion carried.  Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Cindy Holodnak and 
seconded by Erik Yassenoff.  Motion carried.   
 
President’s Report – Charlie Groezinger 



Recognition for Sara Klein, who has stepped down from the Board included a thank you note, 
two copies of the History Book and being hosted at lunch by Charlie Groezinger. 
 
The next Centennial event is the beer tap party at Scioto County Club on February 21.  The 
second event is the Centennial Birthday Reception on March 20 in the library atrium, 3:30-5.  A 
list of the events is included in the Centennial magazine.  The History Walk will be dedicated the 
4th of July.  Rotary is planting 100 trees for the Centennial.  Charlie will follow up with Sara 
about the Community Reads that she discussed in some of our funding applications. 
 
Kristin Greenberg will provide a Centennial update to the PTO in February.   
 
The text of 7 signs is done.  City is drafting one and two are in process – Spiritual and Retail.  
Kristin needs an update on the photos. 
 
The Society will have a table at the State of the City address being held Monday, January 22 at 
the Municipal Services Center.  We will be raffling off trolley tour seats.  The Book Committee 
has been nominated for a Community Enrichment award.   
 
Executive Director’s Report – Melanie Circle Brown  
Melanie opened discussion of potential board members and will be following up on some of the 
suggestions. 
 
Melanie sold 2 books at Winter Festival and December sales were brisk.  Sales got a bump from 
Joe Blundo’s article and the distribution of the Centennial Magazine to each household.  Melanie 
is working with Kip Greenhill on history trivia questions from the book for UAHS athletic 
events. 
 
Barrington Elementary teacher Katie Benton has requested a grant from the UA Education 
Foundation to pay for printing of a UA History children’s book.  Proceeds from any additional 
copies of the book would benefit the Society.   
 
Melanie met with Lee Bracken, a retired librarian who has moved back to Upper Arlington about 
working on the Archives team.  She is still in search of a “leader” to chair archives.  Melanie will 
ask Laura Redman if she has ideas. 
 
Melanie met with Christine Minx at the library because Christine would like us to put new 
displays in our Ohio Room cabinets.  We are discussing changing out photos and sprucing up the 
stairwell display, all in time for the March 20 Centennial event.   
 
Upcoming events include: 
State of the City – Monday, January 22 at 6:30 
UA Centennial Beer Tap preview Party – Scioto County Club, February 21 
Centennial Birthday Reception – March 20 at Main Library, 3:30-5 
Spring Trolley Tour on Saturday, April 28, 2018 
Wall of Honor on Sunday, May 20, 2018 
 



Committee Reports: 
Wall of Honor – Erik Yassenoff 
Nominations are in and the committee will be meeting February 1 at 6:00 at Tommy’s to review 
them. 
 
Communications – Kristin Greenberg 
To increase Society visibility, one suggestion is the fund a small scholarship for a graduating 
senior who writes a winning essay on a history related topic. 
 
Trolley tour alerts are on the website. 
 
Development – Debra Hadley 
Debra distributed the list of assignments and prospects for Trolley Sponsors for 2018.  Debra 
will share with the Board the script she will use in contacting her prospects.  Confirmation of 
sponsors needs to be reported mid-March. 
 
The Society will be offering a new trolley tour in 2018 assigning trolley riders a “role” from 
1918.  We will need 35 characters and some children’s roles.   
 
Preservation – Cindy Holodnak 
Still have not heard from the Sally Boyle family about the documentation of the home at 2141 
Tremont Road.  Cindy will follow up with Chad Gibson. 
 
The redevelopment concerns raised by Sue Minor will be discussed with Chad Gibson on Friday, 
January 26, 2018. 
 
Potential dates for the House Research workshops of Sunday, February 18 and Sunday, February 
25 were discussed.  The first weekend is a holiday weekend and folks might be out of town.  The 
second Sunday is a performance date for the UAHS Musical.  Cindy and Joe Banicki will 
continue to explore dates. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 21 but that is the same night as the Beer 
Tap Party.  Stay tuned. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Cindy Holodnak, Secretary 


