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The History Walk & Upper Arlington’s Centennial

Welcome to the History Walk
The Centennial Task Force is proud to present the 
History Walk, part of a larger Centennial Legacy 
Project—which also includes the adjoining Centennial 
Plaza—dedicated and gifted to the community on 
July 4, 2018. Presented here is a series of markers 
portraying many important themes from Upper 
Arlington’s past, including the community’s early 
days, and the people, institutions and amenities 
that set us apart.
The stories shared on the History Walk can be 
found in greater detail within the book A Cherished 
Past, A Golden Future: Celebrating the First 100 
Years of Upper Arlington, published by the Upper 
Arlington Historical Society with help from the Upper 
Arlington Public Library, in time 
for Upper Arlington’s 
2018 Centennial 
celebrations.

About the Centennial 
Celebrations
The community spent many months 
planning how best to celebrate Upper 

Arlington’s first century. In 2014, a team 
of volunteers created a Centennial Task 

Force to guide the process.
An early goal was to create a logo that 

captured UA’s pride and spirit. Built around 
UA’s Golden Bear, the logo features a strong 

color palette of black and gold, a burst of 
fireworks representing UA’s favorite celebration—

the Fourth of July—and often features the tagline “A 
Cherished Past | A Golden Future.”

Other Centennial-related projects included a magazine, 
merchandise, themed events, tree plantings and a time capsule.

With Gratitude
The History Walk is made possible through the generous donations 
of several community members and their families. Look for specific 
recognition plaques as you enjoy these snapshots of Upper 
Arlington’s storied history.
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Our Beginnings: BEFORE 1913

Early Settlers
The new government of the United States did not have the 
money to pay soldiers of the Revolutionary War, instead 
giving land in the Ohio territory. In 1800, President John 
Adams made such grants to Elijah Backus, Jonathan Dayton 
and Andrew Marker. Backus’ land ran from about what is 
now Fifth Avenue to Fishinger Road, Dayton’s extended 

north from Fishinger Road to Bethel Road, and 
Marker’s land was along the Scioto River.

John McCoy purchased 1,157 acres 
of the southernmost portion of 

Backus’ parcel in 1818, then 
sold land to Benjamin 

Smith, who sold it to Dr. 
Henry Miller in 1859. 
Miller’s son, James, 
eventually sold 840 
acres for the original 
Upper Arlington 
development. 
Through later 
annexations, virtually 
all of Backus’ and Dayton’s 
land, and the eastern portion 

of Marker’s became part of Upper 
Arlington.

Some early farm families, in 
addition to the McCoys (James 

McCoy farmhouse pictured top-right) 
and the Millers, were the Delashmutts, 

the Lakins, the Leggs, the Litchfords, the 
Richards (house pictured middle-right), the Slyhs, 

the Trapps (pictured bottom-right), and the Walcutts.

Early Inhabitants
Over 2,000 years ago, this land was occupied by 
the Adena people, considered the area’s first farmers 
and best known for building conical mounds for 
burial sites. Shrum Mound at Campbell Memorial 
Park is the closest example near Upper Arlington.
Centuries later, the Wyandot Indians lived here. 
By the early 1700s, they had transitioned 
from hunters and gatherers to 
farmers. With an influx of early 
white settlers, the Wyandots and 
other nearby Native American 
groups—such as the Shawnee 
and Delaware—were 
confronted with a difficult 
choice, to fight or sign 
treaties. Wyandot Chief 
Leatherlips—whose words 
were said to be as strong 
as leather—chose the 
latter, but ultimately paid 
with his life in 1810 at the 
hands of other Wyandots 
who preferred to keep 
fighting.
Thought to be the last 
surviving Wyandot in Ohio 
of those few who stayed after 
the federal government expelled 
them in 1843, Bill Moose (pictured 
right) died in 1937. He was employed 
as a rider in a circus Wild West show 
and retired to live in the area. He is buried in 
Wyandot Park at Riverside Drive and Lane Road.
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Our FOUNDERS

The Millers
In 1859, Henry Miller purchased a farm in 
hopes of improving the health of his son 
James Turrell Miller (pictured right). 
The family moved from Columbus 
to the farm in 1862. Seven years 
later, James married Esther Everitt 
and took over management of the 
farm, while his parents returned to 
Columbus.
James and Esther had eight children 
in the farm’s expanded 22-room 
mansion (pictured bottom-left), 
with imported chandeliers, pier-glass 
mirrors and white marble fireplaces. 
It was among the first homes to feature 
indoor plumbing. Their first six children 
were girls—later called “the aunties” by early 
residents—followed by two boys. Despite their 
genteel schooling at Miss Phelps’ School on East Broad Street, 
the Miller girls were firebrands who marched down High Street 
demanding women’s suffrage and volunteered with the Red Cross 
during World War I.

By 1913, the farm was becoming 
difficult for the aging James to 

maintain. His physician, Dr. J.A. 
Van Fossen, connected him 
with King and Ben Thompson, 
who were interested in 
purchasing land for a new 
development. On Christmas Eve, 

1913, the Thompsons finalized 
the deal to purchase 840 acres of 

the Miller farm.

The Thompsons
King Gibson Thompson (pictured right), born in 
1876, and his younger brother, Benjamin Sells 

Thompson (pictured bottom-center), born in 
1879, grew up in Georgetown, Ohio, near 
the Ohio River. 
While studying at The Ohio State 
University, King, a natural businessman, 
used a horse and buggy—a gift from his 
father—to start a delivery business, using 
the proceeds to buy a boarding house. 
He also helped organize the first train to 

carry OSU football fans to the Michigan 
game in Ann Arbor. King started his career in 

real estate by developing residential areas north 
and east of the University. In 1903, he 

married Ethel Herrick, a fellow OSU 
student.

Ben pursued a career selling hardware in Mansfield, 
Ohio, before enrolling at OSU. He married Catherine 
Pinney, of Flint, Ohio. Perhaps because Ben had no 
children, less history survives of the “quiet” Thompson 
son. He joined King in the real estate business in 
1907. 
Their partnership flourished. King was known as the 
dealmaker, planner and dreamer. Ben organized and 
helped make King’s ideas a reality. Within four years 
they made their mark on neighborhoods including 

Indian Springs, Northridge, Woodland Crest, Royal 
Forest, and other parts of Clintonville, Beechwold and 

Grandview. By 1913, the Thompsons had a vision for a 
new community modeled after the Country Club District 

in Kansas City. They looked at land east of downtown before 
finding the Miller Farm.



UA Archives, UA Historical Society & UA Public Library Richard Barrett

UA Archives, UA Historical Society & UA Public Library

UA Archives, UA Historical Society & UA Public
 Li

br
ar

y

UA Archives, UA Historica

l S
oc

iet
y &

 U
A 

Pu
bl

ic 
Li

br
ar

y

An Interrupted Start
After King and Ben Thompson purchased 840 acres of farmland from James T. Miller,  
they hired William Pitkin, Jr., of Rochester, New York to create the design. They originally 
called their project the “Country Club District,” inspired by the Country Club District 
in Kansas City. Pitkin’s design allowed the streets to follow the contours of the land 
(pictured top-left), with open park spaces and houses set back from the roads. King 
and his wife Ethel picked street names from English magazines.
Development was interrupted in 1916 with the creation of Camp Willis  
(pictured top-right). That March, 17 Americans were killed in a military camp 
raid at the border town of Columbus, New Mexico. President Woodrow 
Wilson ordered the U.S. Army to chase the perpetrator, General Francisco 
“Pancho” Villa, into Mexico. A presidential decree dated June 18, 1916 
gave Ohio Governor Frank Willis authority to seize a site for a training 
camp for Ohio National Guardsmen—the Thompsons’ land was the 
perfect location. While the camp was only active between June and 
September of 1916, it caused significant damage to the site, and the 
Thompson brothers had to restart their development in the fall of 1916.
By 1918, the community had grown to 200 residents, and on March 20 
of that year, the Village of Upper Arlington was incorporated.  
James T. Miller was selected as its first mayor.

Our EARLY DEVELOPMENT
Why “Upper Arlington?”
At one time the area now known as Marble Cliff 
was named Arlington. However, it was renamed 
Marble Cliff, since another town named Arlington 
already existed in Ohio. Since the Thompsons’ 
development was north of the area that had been 
commonly referred to as Arlington, they named it 
Upper Arlington. 

Did You Know? 
• Construction began on the first road—
Roxbury Road—in 1914.
• The first residents of Upper 
Arlington were members of the Warren 

Armstrong family. While their house 
was being built, they lived above the 

Columbus Gun Club at Cambridge 
Boulevard and West Fifth Avenue.

• The first house belonged 
to Frank Bornhauser at 1722 
Bedford Road (pictured lower-
left).
• James T. Miller’s son Henry was 

one of the first residents, living at 
1860 Cambridge Boulevard. James’ 

sister Grace was photographed in 
front of his home in 1918 (pictured 

middle-left).
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From left to right: (first row) William F. Kern, Paul G. Spence, J.E. Harris, 
E.J. Crane and J.J. Morgan; (second row) Warren A. Armstrong, Frank 
Rogers, Mayor James T. Miller, Edward D. Howard and Ben Thompson.

Guiding Our YOUNG COMMUNITY
Safety Services

Police Division
The Upper Arlington Police Division can trace 
its beginnings to June 1921, when residents 
voted to hire three officers—one to patrol the 
village during the day and two for nighttime 
duty. They were headquartered in the small 
cottage at Miller Park, now the Miller Park 
Library. Ten years later, the village bought its 

first police cruisers—two Ford Tudor sedans. 

Fire Division
From 1918–1930 the Village of Upper Arlington 

was under contract with either the City of Columbus or 
Grandview Heights for fire protection. When the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau advised that fire insurance rates would 
increase dramatically if this arrangement continued, the 
village commissioners put together a plan for a municipal 

building at 2095 Arlington Avenue to house village 
officials and the Police Division, and to 

serve as a home for an independent fire 
department.

Five men were hired, and after 
three weeks of intense training and 
the delivery of the Seagrave fire 
engine, on December 1, 1930, 
Upper Arlington’s Fire Division was 
in service.

System of Government
On March 20, 1918, Upper Arlington became an 
incorporated village. That June, the 200 residents elected 
10 men to serve on the first village council (pictured 
below). James T. Miller, the man who sold his farmland to 
the Thompson brothers for the development of Upper 
Arlington, was named our first mayor. The following year 
a charter was adopted, changing the governing structure 
to a five-member commission. It is worth noting that 
Section XII of the charter granted women’s suffrage a full 
17 months prior to the U.S. constitutional amendment. 

The village’s population grew steadily, from 620 residents 
in 1920 to 5,370 residents in 1940. In 1941, the village of Upper 
Arlington was officially designated a city. In 1956, the city charter 
was amended to establish the council-manager form of government, 
still in use today, in which the elected city council members appoint 
a city manager and elect a mayor from the council to perform 
ceremonial and judicial roles.



Hideta Nagai

Cathy Pultz

Kristin Greenb
erg

Kristin Greenberg

UA Historical Society

Our COMMUNITY SPIRIT
Civic Pride
Upper Arlington is immensely proud of 
its heritage, as displayed by the well-
kept home exteriors and the ever-
present adornments of black and 
gold. Golden Bear paw prints 
are painted as embellishments 
on driveways, and lawn signs 
announce team memberships, 
participation in school 
organizations and college plans.

Civic pride is 
never more 

apparent 
than on 
the Fourth of 
July. Alumni return 
to reconnect 
with former 

classmates, 
neighbors 

and friends 
celebrate 

together, and the evening culminates 
in a remarkable fireworks show.
The origin of the Fourth of July 
parade may well be traced to the 
annual Field Day festivities beginning 
in 1916, organized by Grandview, 
Marble Cliff and a young Upper 
Arlington. Upper Arlington began its 
own celebration in 1923, with a parade, 
athletic contests, picnics, dancing and 
fireworks.

Wake up calls honoring Paul Revere’s ride began 
in 1932, and to this day volunteers drive 

through neighborhoods calling upon 
residents to wake up and join the fun. 

Since 1933, the Upper Arlington 
Civic Association has directed the 
Fourth of July celebration. Early on 
they instituted the tradition of the 
parade being led by drummers, 
a fife-player and a flag bearer, 
in a re-enactment of Archibald 

Willard’s Revolutionary War 
battlefield painting, “The Spirit of 

’76.” Generations of Murphy, Long 
and Millisor families have fulfilled these 

roles over the decades.
As the community 

expanded northward, the 
festivities moved in the mid-

1950s from centering 
on Miller Park and 

Jones stadium to 
using Northwest 
Boulevard as the 
main parade route. 
Annually painted with red, white and 
blue stars, the street is lined with lawn 
chairs in the days prior, as residents 
reserve their viewing space. After the 

morning parade, family and friends often 
attend afternoon neighborhood cookouts 

before heading to Northam Park. Once 
the crowd has “oohed” and “aahed” at the 

fireworks, the day ends with the tolling of the 
bells of St. Agatha church… and planning for the 

next year’s celebration begins.
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Our Mascot: THE GOLDEN BEAR
The Label of a Legend
To golf fans, Jack Nicklaus is THE Golden 
Bear. He was a 1957 graduate of UAHS—the 
first graduating class from the high school 
building at 1650 Ridgeview Road.

How did Jack become known as  
“The Golden Bear?” 
Shortly after turning professional in 1961, 
Jack was asked to create a logo for an 
apparel line that captured the competitive 
spirit of this up-and-coming talent.
The search brought up an incident that had 
recently played out during an exhibition 
in Melbourne, Australia. Melbourne Age 

sportswriter, Don Lawrence, was watching 
Nicklaus play when he was asked 

what he thought of the young star. 
Lawrence stated that Nicklaus 

looked like a “cuddly, golden 
bear.”
 It was Jack’s wife, Barbara, 
who remembered the 
reference and made the 
suggestion to Jack for his 
logo. He agreed. After 
all, he was a Golden Bear 
long before earning the 

serendipitous nickname. Soon 
was born one of sport’s most 

endearing, enduring and iconic 
nicknames.

Source: The Nicklaus Companies

How did Upper 
Arlington become 
known as the  
GOLDEN BEARS?
In 1928, the Upper Arlington 
schools formed a committee to 
select an athletic team name. 
After reviewing mascot names in 
a college guide, high schoolers 
Wayne Geissinger and Dallas 
Head—with Dallas’ father, 
Depew—proposed the Golden 
Bears as “attractive and durable.” It 
was the winning proposal.
First references are found in the 1928 
Norwester yearbook, when sports 
teams were named as the “Golden 
Bears.” The 1929 yearbook featured a 
golden bear on its cover.
The original school colors—orange 
& black—were replaced with today’s 
“Gold & Black” in 1941, to align with 
the Golden Bear mascot.
The high school houses a 500-
lb., nine-foot tall stuffed Alaskan 
brown bear. It was donated 
in 1956 by Jimmy Crum, a 
UA resident and well-known 
sportscaster who had hunted 
the bear.
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Riverside United Methodist Church:  
The Oldest Church in UA
In 1842, at the current corner of Lane Avenue and 
Tremont Road, Kellogg Chapel—named for a Methodist 
circuit rider—was established in a log barn. This 
temporary church relocated in 1849 to a stone chapel 
at what is now Riverside Drive and Lane Avenue. That 
building was damaged by explosions at the nearby rock 
quarry. A new site was purchased on Zollinger and Kioka, 
and quarry owners donated stone for a new structure, 
completed in 1917.
This congregation has had different names—Kellogg 
Chapel, Marble Cliff Methodist Episcopal and Riverside 
United Methodist Church—but its current church building 
did not fall within city limits until the land was annexed in 
1954. Constructed in 1917, it is the oldest church in Upper 
Arlington.

St. Agatha Parish

St. Agatha Church:  
The First Church in UA
In 1938, the Diocese of Columbus purchased 19 acres in Perry 
Township, just north of what was then Upper Arlington. St. 
Agatha church, school, convent and rectory were dedicated in 
December 1940, originally serving about 70 families.
When the land between Northam and Zollinger was annexed 
by Upper Arlington in 1948, St. Agatha became the first church 
to exist within the city. The present facility was dedicated in 
May 1962, to accommodate an increase in attendance, and has 
since undergone more additions and renovations.

Melissa M. Victor

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church:  
The First Church Built in UA
The Lutheran Church applied to the Village of Upper Arlington 
for a building permit in 1940. Their proposal was rejected. The 
case was reviewed by the Supreme Court of Ohio, which ruled 
against Upper Arlington in 1942, stating the city’s policy not to 
allow a church in a residential area while sites were available in 
its business district was not valid and violated property rights.
Officials were ordered to grant a permit allowing construction 
of the church, however it was not built until 1950 due to a 
post-WWII shortage of building materials. Although by then 
St. Agatha was the first church within city boundaries due to 
annexation, Holy Trinity was the first church constructed in the 
city.

First Community Church
Although this church is not within city limits, it provided 
spiritual leadership to early residents before any church existed 
in Upper Arlington. This influence remains firmly in place 
today. First Community Church was founded in 1926, when the 
Grandview Heights Congregational Church voted to become 
a nondenominational church. UA residents have since enjoyed 
offerings beyond worship, including youth programming, a 
spiritual retreat at Camp Akita, the nation’s first singles group, 
and First Community Village (FCV)—a senior-living complex. 
FCV, which is in Upper Arlington, was built in the early 1960s on 
the remaining portion of the Miller family’s farm, a fitting tribute 
to the community it serves.

Before places of worship existed within Upper Arlington, early residents traveled to 
Grandview, Perry Township—even to Columbus by streetcar—to attend church. It took several 
years before a truly local option was available.
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Our EARLY RETAIL HISTORY
Beginnings of Local Businesses
Initially there were no stores in Upper Arlington, although the 
Thompson brothers’ sales brochures anticipated their inclusion, 
promising “playgrounds, schools, shops, churches, civic buildings 
will all be given a place in the plan.” Early residents shopped in 
Grandview or Columbus until retail stores opened in Upper 
Arlington.

The First Shops & Services on The Mallway
Mykrantz Pharmacy was the first store to open in the village 

on December 5, 1925, followed by a 
Piggly Wiggly grocery next door. 

The convenient location on 
Arlington Avenue prospered, 

as Phil C. Houston built 
an adjacent two-story 
building at Arlington 
Avenue and South 
Mallway in 1926. Don 
M. Casto began work 

on a similar building at 
the corner of Arlington 

Avenue and 
North 

Mallway 
in 1927.

Other early stores included Kroger, The 
Arlington Beauty Shop, Ohio National 
Bank, Warwick’s Gift Shop, Ned 
Harrington’s Drug Store and Angelo 
DePaso’s Arlington Barber Shop.
Upper Arlington’s first gas station, 
Sinclair Oil, was established at the corner 
of Arlington Avenue and Waltham Road by 
Henry Miller, the son of James T. Miller. 

Expansion Northward
As Upper Arlington’s land and population grew to the north, the demand for 

more localized shopping increased. The first 
phase of Lane Avenue Shopping Center 

opened in 1949—when completed, 
it was the largest shopping 

center in the city. Some early 
tenants included Big Bear, 
McKinley’s Drugstore, The 
Union Company, Isaly’s, Lane 

Theatre (which later became 
Super Duper), a public library 

branch, Zeisler Record Store, 
Kiddie Korner and Lombard’s Furniture. 

Eventually renamed The Shops on 
Lane Avenue, the site physically 

changed with the times, initially 
built as a strip center, then 
renovated into an enclosed 
mall, and then returned to its 
original strip design.
Tremont Center was 
developed by the King 

Thompson Company and had 
its grand opening in December 

1951. The existing courtyard once 
housed a waterfall and had a fenced 

area for exotic birds. A few original 
stores remain today including Tremont 

Pharmacy (1951), Chef-O-Nette (1955) and The Goodie Shop (1955).
Retail Firsts
• On August 10, 1963, Leslie Wexner opened his first The Limited store 

at Kingsdale Shopping Center, with first day sales of $473.
• Lane Avenue Shopping Center was home to the first Micro Center 

store.



UA Schools

UA Archives

Kristin Greenberg

UA Archive
s

Our SCHOOLS & LIBRARIES
Upper Arlington Schools: A Tradition of 
Excellence 
New homeowners brought school-aged children to the community. In 1917, a 
dozen pupils in grades 1-3 joined teacher Mary Boyer in the basement of King 
Thompson’s home for lessons, while older children attended Grandview 
schools. In the spring of 1918 residents of the newly incorporated village 
of Upper Arlington, believing their children deserved the highest quality 
education, successfully petitioned the county board of 
education to form a school district. That October, 
four teachers and 52 students began the 
school year in a four-room, temporary 
building at Tremont Road and Arlington 
Avenue, near Miller Park. Reportedly 
constructed from remnants of Camp 
Willis, it was known as the Barracks 
School.
The next summer, that building 
was rolled on logs to the corner 
of Waltham and Devon roads 
and expanded. This Waltham 
Road School (classroom pictured 
at bottom) was still a temporary 
building, and the city of Columbus 
threatened to take control of the 
district. 
The district’s first permanent school 
building (pictured right), now known as Jones 
Middle School, opened in 1924. J.W. Jones was 
hired as the principal and the district’s first full-time 
superintendent.
As it enters its second century, Upper Arlington Schools is a growing district 
with nine school buildings, approximately 6,400 students and rising, and a 
staff of approximately 870. Drawing inspiration from our tradition of excellence, 
the district is committed to its mission to challenge and support every student 
every step of the way, and its vision of uniquely accomplished students prepared 
to serve, lead and succeed.

Upper Arlington Public Library System
In 1942, Upper Arlington was home to approximately 5,000 

residents who had to travel to the Grandview Heights or 
Columbus libraries. The building once used as a field 

office for the Upper Arlington Company, a streetcar 
shelter and voting location, became the first library 
under management of the Grandview Heights 
Public Library. Miller Park Library (pictured top-
right) was 468 square feet, and held 600 books.
In the early 1950s, two more libraries opened—

one at Lane Avenue Shopping Center and one at 
Tremont Center. In 1959, Tremont Library (pictured 

middle-right), the largest branch, was built at 
Tremont and Northam roads in place of the 

Tremont Center facility. The Miller Park 
Library tripled in size in 1962. By this 

time, circulation at the Upper Arlington 
branches surpassed their parent 
library, yet they were controlled by 
the Grandview Library Board.
In 1967, Mayor John Dunkel 
spearheaded an effort to challenge 

a law prohibiting new library systems 
in Ohio. Thanks to his perseverance, 

the Ohio General Assembly passed HB 
494 in 1967, allowing Upper Arlington to 

independently establish and govern its own library 
system.

In 1975, the Lane Road Library replaced the 
space on Lane Avenue. In 1987, Tremont Library 
doubled its space, and in 2007, the Miller Park 
library was also expanded. Celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2017, the Upper Arlington Library 

System is considered a community jewel, providing 
opportunities for lifelong learning and fellowship.



 1920s
• 620 Population
• 1923: First annual Fourth of July 

celebration in UA

 1940s
• 5,370 Population
• 1941: Village of UA officially becomes  

a city

 1960s
• 28,486 Population
• 1968: Northern boundary limited to 

Henderson Road

 2000s
• 33,686 Population
• 2005: Lane Road Park renamed  

Thompson Park

 1980s
• 35,648 Population
• 1985: Historic District listed on  

National Register

 1918
• 200 Population
• 1918: Village of Upper Arlington  

incorporated 

 1930s
• 3,059 Population
• 1936: Arlington line of streetcar  

service ends

 1950s
• 9,024 Population
• 1952: River Ridge is site of first Parade 

of Homes

 1970s
• 38,727 Population
• 1972: Municipal Services Center moved  

to Tremont Road

 1990s
• 34,128 Population
• 1990: Wall of Honor established

 2010s
• 33,771 Population
• 2017: Redesigned Tremont Pool opens

Our PHYSICAL GROWTH


